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• a sense of school connectedness is 
one of the most important factors in 
promoting socio-emotional well-being 
and positive youth development.
• The majority (63 percent) of Coos youth 
report feeling connected to their schools. 
• Students who feel more connected 
to their schools are more likely to do 
well in school and to report higher 
self-esteem, fewer depressive feelings, 
decreased substance use, and fewer 
aggressive behaviors.
• Feeling disconnected from their schools 
appears to affect Coos males and females 
in different ways. Males are more likely 
to act aggressively and experiment with 
substances, whereas females are more 
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Figure 1. School connectedness
Teacher Support 
Belonging
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
I feel I belong at this school
Other students accept me as I am
School is a nice place to be
Students in class enjoy being together
Most students are kind and helpful
Teachers expect me to do my best
Teachers believe I can do well in school
Teachers care if I get bad grades
Teachers care if I do my work
 Teachers give extra help on schoolwork























































Figure 2. Students’ sense of belonging by teacher 
support***
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Figure 7. Students’ depressive feelings by 


























































Figure 11. Students’ delinquent behaviors by 
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The CarSey InSTITuTe CooS youTh STudy
The Carsey Institute is conducting a panel study of Coos County youth that will provide data about the attitudes and ex-
periences of the county’s youth as they approach young adulthood and face the decision to remain in their community, seek 
opportunities elsewhere, or leave for an education and then return. By following the entire populations of two age groups 
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